PREFACE
gratitude and admiration of all the progressive part
of mankind.
But the method by which Moscow aims at estab-
lishing Socialism is a pioneer method, rough and
dangerous, too heroic to count the cost of the opposi-
tion it arouses. I do not believe that by this method a
stable or desirable form of Socialism can be estab-
lished. Three issues seem to me possible from the
present situation. The first is the ultimate defeat of
Bolshevism by the forces of capitalism. The second is
the victory of the Bolshevists accompanied by a com-
plete loss of their ideals and a regime of Napoleonic
imperialism. The third is a prolonged world-war, in
which civilization will go under, and all its manifesta-
tions (including Socialism) will be forgotten.
It is because I do not believe that the methods of the
Third International can lead to the desired goal that I
have thought it worth while to point out what seems
to me undesirable features in the present state of
Russia. I think there are lessons to be learnt which
must be learnt if the world is ever to achieve what is
desired by those in the West who have sympathy with
the original aims of the Bolsheviks. I do not think these
lessons can be learnt except by facing frankly and fully
whatever elements of failure there are in Russia. I
think these elements of failure are less attributable to
faults of detail than to an impatient philosophy, which
aims at creating a new world without sufficient pre-
paration in the opinions and feelings of ordinary men
and women.
But although I do not believe that Socialism can be
realized immediately by the spread of Bolshevism, I do
believe that, if Bolshevism falls, it will have contributed
a legend and a heroic attempt without which ultimate
8